As junior doctors, one of us watched as consultant neurologists evaluated patients with neurological diseases while the other investigated the mathematics and physics of the new imaging technologies. Computerized imaging was in the process of development, and professors of neurology were the product of classical training that depended on clinical diagnosis. They took great pains to elicit a detailed history, then engaged in a ritualized set of bedside manoeuvres that, to an uninitiated observer, would seem almost magical, and certainly inexplicable. Nevertheless, they arrived at a correct diagnosis with remarkable frequency.
